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Debate, in Public Session. I will myself endeavour to make a full
and comprehensive statement on the whole question of production
so far as the public interest permits. I hope by this course, which is
inspired by the greatest possible respect for the House, to remove
any mistaken and evil impression which may be doing us harm in
any part of the world.
I propose to initiate the Debate myself, and it will then be open
for anyone to take up the quarrel, if they think there is any public
advantage in so doing.
*                         * c         *                         *                          *
Towards the end of last week it became possible to make a
solemn agreement between the British and Russian Governments,
carrying with it the full assent of the British and Russian people
and all the great Dominions of the Crown, for united action against
the common foe. Both the British and Russian Governments have
undertaken to continue the war against Hitlerite Germany to the
utmost of their strength, to help each other as much as possible
in every way, and not to make peace separately. My right hon.
Friend the Foreign Secretary and the right hon. Member for East
Bristol (Sir Stafford Cripps), our Ambassador in Moscow, were
indefatigable in carrying matters to a swift conclusion. The Agree-
ment which has been signed, the text of which has been published,
cannot fail to exercise a highly beneficial and potent influence on
the future of the war. It is, of course, an Alliance, and the Russian
people are now our Allies. General Smuts has, with his usual
commanding wisdom, made a comment which, as it entirely
represents the view of His Majesty's Government, I should like to
repeat now. He says :
" Let no one say that we are now in league with communists and
are fighting the battle of Communism. More fitly can neutralists and
fence-sitters be charged with fighting the battle of Nazism. IJ Hitler,
in his insane megalomania, has driven Russia to fighting in self-
defence, we bless her arms and wish her all success, without for a
moment identifying ourselves with her communistic creed. Hitler has
made her his enemy and not us friendly to her creed, just as previously he
treacherously made her his friend without embracing her Communism"
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary, in these busy days,
has also been instrumental in bringing about a very great measure
of agreement between the Russian Soviet State and the Polish
Republic. These negotiations have not yet reached their conclusion,
but I am very hopeful that, aided by the statesmanship of General